@Congress of the United States
Washington, DA 20515

May 26, 2010

'The Honorable David Obey
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
H-218 U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey:

We write to applaud your inclusion of $23 billion for education related jobs in the emergency

supplemental appropriations bill that is currently being drafied. Like you, we believe

that including this funding is an essential step to avoid hundreds of thousands of layoffs in our
education system, On May 13th, Secretary Duncan sent a letter to House leadership asking for
inclusion of this funding in the upcoming bill and we appreciate your response to that request.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) included nearly $100 billion for public
school systems. This funding has been credited with creating and retaining more than 300,000
education-related jobs, including positions for teachers, nurses, bus drivers and custodians. It
also helped states avoid a budget crisis that would have resulted in significant cuts to school
system budgets.

The funding provided by ARRA is running out. At the same time, states are still facing bleak
budgetary outlooks and may very well have to cut funding for education in order to balance
budgets. If Congress does not pass additional funding for education jobs soon, many of the jobs
that have been supported by ARRA will be lost.

In December, the House passed the Jobs for Main Street Act, which contained $23 billion for
education related jobs. The Senate introduced its version of the bill earlier this year. Unless
Congress provides funding for education jobs in the supplemental, it is likely that this funding
will not get to states this year.

As you know, it is essential that we build upon the investment made in ARRA and provide $23
billion to help states support 250,000 education jobs. Given the importance of this issue, and the
urgency with which Congress needs to act, we believe this funding qualifies as emergency
spending and thank you for including it in the supplemental appropriations bill.

Thank you for considering our request. We stand ready 1o assist you in any way necessary to
ensure the passage of this critical funding to support our education system.

Sincerely,

Skt (ob

Maurlce D. Hinchey Phil Hare Bob Etheridge
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John Conyers Jr.
Adam B. Schiff
Alcee L. Hastings

Lucille Roybal-Allard

James P. Moran
Lynn C. Woolsey
Danny K. Davis
Lois Capps

Raul M. Grijalva
Ruben Hinojosa
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Bill Delahunt

Bob Filner

John Garamendi
Howard L. Berman
Luis V. Gutierrez
Rick Boucher

Rush D. Holt

Brian Higgins
James P. McGovem
Michael M. Honda
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Steve Cohen
Emanuel Cleaver
Linda T. Sanchez
Michael E. Capuano
Marcia L. Fudge
Dennis Moore
Solomon P. Ortiz
Charles B. Rangel
Yvette D. Clarke
Steven R. Rothman

Joseph Crowley
Bill Pascrell Jr.
David Wu

John D. Dingell
Barney Frank
David E. Price
Dale E. Kildee
Chris Van Hollen
John Lewis

John F. Tierney

Judy Chu

Steve Israel

Carolyn B. Maloney
Earl Blumenauer
Joe Baca

David Loebsack
Susan A. Davis
Timothy H. Bishop
Larry Kissell

Brad Ellsworth

Bruce L. Braley

John J. Hall

Bill Foster

Leonard L. Boswell
Laura Richardson
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Janice D. Schakowsky
Brad Sherman

Frank Pallone Jr.
Carolyn McCarthy
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Bobby L. Rush
William L. Owens
Albio Sires

Brad Miller

Pedro R. Pierluisi
Mazie K. Hirono
Betty Sutton

Paul Tonko

John A. Yarmuth
Ben Ray Lujan
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Sanford D. Bishop Jr.

Silvestre Reyes

Robert E. Andrews

Ted Deutch

Sheila Jackson-Lee

Mary Jo Kilroy

Russ Carnahan

Doris O. Matsui

Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan
Joe Courtney
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Bennie G. Thompson
Henry C. "Hank" Johnson JIr.

Tammy Baldwin
Anthony D. Weiner
Jim McDermott
Gwen Moore

Tim Ryan

Daniel B. Maffei
Edolphus Towns
Fortney Pete Stark
John P. Sarbanes
Jared Polis

Tim Holden

Gregory W. Meeks
Elijah E. Cummings
Henry A. Waxman
Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Carol Shea-Porter

Zoe Lofgren

Dina Titus

Kathy Castor

Stephen F. Lynch

Corrine Brown
Niki Tsongas



